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Toc H is a Movement of people who seek 
to build friendships, and offer service, 
across the barriers that usually divide us 
from one another. The basic unit is the 
group — at best a good cross-section of 
the local neighbourhood — which meets 
together regularly, and seeks to serve the 
community around it. Toc H was 
founded in 1915 by the Rev P B ‘Tubby’ 
Clayton, and since then has been 
providing opportunities for people to test 
the Christian way by practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 

1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way by 


trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about 
Toc H and about the world as well as a 
record of Toc H service. Its title derives 
from the third of these Four Points. 


Cover picture 
Peter East with one of his ‘Schools under 
the Sky’ in Bangladesh. 


Photo: The Independent 
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suffering from emotional deprivation ranging from the ae o ye bed le. Who 
is to say whose misery is the greatest, or most deeply ae, rae is 
something which knows no material boundaries — it was Queen ary who was once 
heard to remark, ‘So that’s what hay looks like! Not, you might say, a terribly serious 
deprivation, especially for one in such a position, but how sad to grow up not knowing 
the sight, the feel and above all the smell of hay! It’s something no country person 
could imagine, and it suggests an almost frightening remoteness from natural things. 


No, our group of deprived children could contain a very broad cross section of society 
— and not only could, but should. For Toc H is not about sorting people into carefully 
selected groups where everyone will be much the same, but about the deliberate 
creation of a mixture of people, a mixture which may often be uncomfortable, where 
we meet with standards, ideals, aims, beliefs and cultures quite different from our 
own. The thing that grew in Talbot House, and Jater on in groups up and down the 
country, grew mainly because of the mixture which had been deliberately created. The 
only common ground which was allowed to those who began to explore the Spirit, 
hidden but present in the House, was the image of God in each, and men began to 
discover the thrill and the tension of meeting across the barricrs of class, education, 
income and rank which had divided their families for centuries, and might have gone 
on doing so. lt was not so much that Tubby Clayton treated Generals as though they 
were Private soldiers, but rather the other way around — he appears to have treated 
Private soldiers as though they were Generals! 


That mixture, which was first found in Talbot House, was reflected everywhere 
throughout the Movement during its early years. Generals and Privates, Curates and 
Bishops, Managers and Workers were drawn together, invited not into the same 
Movement but kept in separate branches in order to preserve the proprieties, but into 
membership of the same branches, into a close, living, working — and sometimes tense 
— relationship. Of course, it didn’t always work like that, and of course it broke down, 
but the aim was clear, and most branches and houses worked at it. Thus Toc H could 
not simply talk about reconciliation, but experience it’s creative power at work within 
itself. It didn’t need to point out how good it would be if everyone else did something 
about it, but was able to say, ‘Come and share the experience with us’. 


But what of that mixture now? Where has it gone, and where is that constant challenge 
to live a reconciled life which once permeated Toc H? Tubby Clayton once said 
something to the effect that Toc H was not a club for the like-minded, but a group of 
adventurers loving one another. While that is occasionally still gloriously true, that 
grey mediocrity which results either from too much like-mindedness, or a tacit 
agreement to ignore embarrassing differences, is all too often to be seen i 


But it is the agiiherate creation and maintenance of a mixture which makes Toc H. if 

not unique, at least rare. it is the mixture which makes Toc H Toc H! Without it we 

have nothing to say from the very thick of life, which is where we belong, but are 
oO: 


reduced to making encouraging noises fi idelj 
r rom the sidelines and 
at worst an irritating irrelevance. R TR a ae 
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How does a new groun get bonn 


© 
David and Lesley Coleman 


Two Toc H people moved from the 
security of a lively action group into 
Southern Region’s Bracknell, Berkshire, 
where there was no sign of a group in 
existence, and so had a job on their 
hands. Later, they heard from their staff, 
Bob Knight and Carol Button, that there 
were some other people in the area in the 
same position, and would like to try to 
form a new group. 


An interesting meeting took place, with 
two members of nearby Early Branch and 
their wives, all of whom were enthusiastic 
about getting a new group going, and so, 
together, they staged a Toc H ‘Wishing 
Well’ in nearby Wokingham, to see what 
they could achieve. There were no new 
members flooding in, nor were there lots 
of people with requests for help, but 
what was achieved was a sense of 
commitment to establish a new group, 
and more important, a knowledge that 
they could work together. 


Two young people from Bracknell, 
completely new to Toc H, went to a 
National Youth Weekend at Mundesley, 
and by the end of the weekend, having 
sampled the unique ‘Toc H experience’, 
were completely committed to Toc H and 


also determined to set up a group in 
Bracknell. 


This was what was needed, and now the 
new group was complete. There were 
members of a local Branch, those who 
had been involved with Toc H with no 
local expression, and people completely 
new. Also, they later found that there 
was an existing Bracknell Branch, who all 
live in a neighbouring village, Binfield, 
and are known as the ‘Bracknell & 
Binfield Branch’. They were delighted to 
see a new group coming together with 
whom they could work and share a 
mutual support. 


Immediately, news came of a Regional 
Toc H sponsored event taking place for 
all Branches and Groups to take part in, 
and they jumped at it. It was a sponsored 
knit-in, to produce knitted squares to be 
put together to make blankets for local 
needy people as well as raising money for 
the Regional Projects Development Fund. 
The new Bracknell Action Group 
(BRAG) saw this as an excellent chance 
to get some free publicity, and booked 
the bandstand in the middle of the town 


centre to knit on, on a Saturday 
afternoon. Despite the cold October 
weather, they knitted, aided by 


enthusiastic helpers, with the age range of 
the knitters from ten to 70. They raised 
just under £200, which was the highest 
individual group total in the Regional 
total of about £1,200. 


Their first event was planned very quickly 
after that, to keep the group momentum 
going. An OAPs Valentine's Day party was 
what the group think-tank came up with, 
and having been promised £50 from the 
Region as a mew group, arrangements 
went ahead. Three of the members being 
involved in the local Drama Club meant 
they could use the club premises free, 
another had a small catering concern to 
offer, a quick trip to Hatfield provided a 
minibus, and the offer of the Drama 
Club’s pianist to play old-tyme music hall 
songs meant a terrific afternoon out for 
more than 30 OAPs, most of whom were 
contacted by Bracknell’s Branch. 


The most significant moral of this tale is 
that given the enthusiasm and energy 
of the young, the organisation and 
experience of the established, and the 
far-sightedness of both, working together, 
Toc H is seen to work. The BRAG group 
has a tremendous future ahead of it, and 
has already proved its worth in the 
community. However, it took both keen 
new people and older Branch members to 
do it. 


That’s how a new Group gets born! 


bonn? 


The Swan Group 


In recent years Toc H has been growing 
again in Belgium, with Charles and Ivy 
Swan continuing to be very active in 
drawing people in. The Swan Group, 
which meets in Poperinge, organised a 
Christmas Party for some Poperinge 
children, and Talbot House rang to their 
laughter and fun. 


Violence and the elderly 


Help the Aged has expressed concern not 
only at the recent spate of violent attacks 
against elderly people but also at some of 
the alarmist and misleading press coverage 
of the events. 

Director General, John Mayo said: 
‘It is a tragedy to see senseless violence 
anywhere but more so when the victim is 
frail, elderly and vulnerable. Help the 
Aged’s advice to elderly people is — first 
and foremost — do not panic. Recent 
press reports which suggest an epidemic 
of violence against elderly people are not 
supported by the facts. According to the 
latest crime figures, they are, as a group, 
slightly less at risk of being attacked in 
their homes than other members of 
society. 

‘Locks and bolts have their place," 
continued John Mayo. ‘Be careful with 
unexpected callers. Be alert to possible 
confidence tricksters, keep in touch with 
neighbours and friends. By helping one 
another you can reduce the level of risk 
and worry. 

“Help the Aged readily understands 
and accepts the fears that elderly people 
have but, at the same time, urges them 
not to let fear of violence overwhelm 
them or distort their lives.’ 

Help the Aged’s leaflet ‘Be Safe’ 
offers plenty of sound, practical advice on 
security precautions. It is available, free 
of charge. from Help the Aged, (BS) 
Freepost, London EC) B IBD. 

For further information please 
contact: Diane Trembath, Public Relations 
Director, Help the Aged, St James’s Walk, 
London ECIR OBE. Tel: 01 253 0253. 
4 


Happy birthday to Clacton 


but the Clacton Ladies 
n Branch who recently 
day. They were 


Well, not all of it, 
Tuesday Afternoo oa 
celebrated their 21st bir 

delighted to have John Hull, a es 
Headquarters Chaplain, as the preacher a 
their Service of Thanksgiving. John spoke 
of the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the 


Mount. ‘They set out for us’, he said, 
‘the essential foundation for Toc ñ. 


He went on to wish the branch every 
success in the years ahead — so do we! 


Willow Grange 


Inevitably one is often left with the 
feeling that the world wide family of 
Toc H is a great idea, but. .- ! We get 
wrapped up with our own problems and 
opportunities, and although exchanges 
and visits take place, things don't often 
seem to penetrate much beyond the 
‘official’ level. But that’s not always true. 
Alec Bullivant, known to many UK 
members, has been a member of the 
Birthday Scheme for many years, and has 
corresponded regularly with his ‘Birthday 
link’ John Hogarth of Kendal Branch, 
until John’s death. On his death John 
left £100 to the Branch which they 
decided to send to the Willow Grange 


project in South Africa. Alec has Written 
to say that ‘the donation will be useg im 
furbish one of our units there, and it wil 
be named “John Westmorland Hogarth 
Kendal Toc H” as a permanent remiy aa 
of the close link between Toc H j, 
Kendal and in South Africa’. 


Invitation from Queensland 


Brisbane Branch members feel that it js 
quite possible that members of Toc H 
branches and groups in the UK could be 
considering going to Australia next year 
with the intention of visiting Queensland 
Expo ‘88. We would like to make it 
known to those who may pe 
contemplating a trip that members of 
Toc H Brisbane Branch willingly offe; 
help, advice and hospitality to any Toc H 
members from the UK (and not only 
Expo visitors). Contacts for Queensland 
are: 
Roy and Margaret Nieper 
5 Sheehy Street 
Stafford 
Queensland 4053 


Miss Alma Ison 
1/30 Apollo Road 
Bulimba 
Queensland 4171 


Ma 
l- 4 Project 68. Poetry Weekend, Alison House Open 
2- 4 Project 11. Great Straits Raft Run, Port Penrhyn Open 
2- 4 Project 7. National Youth Weekend, Marafun Open 
8-10 Project 69. Natural History Weekend, Alison House Open 
9 Notts & Derby Area Gathering 
9 North Wales & North Western Regional Festival, Nantwich 
1] South Eastern Regional Executive Committee 
11-15 National Staff Gathering 
15-17 Notts & Derby Area Weekend, Alison House 
16 West Midlands & South Wales Regional Council 
16 Mid Eastern Regional AGM Open 
16-17 South Western Region Quiet Days at Compton Durville 
23-31 Project 10. Unemployed Adventure Weekend, Birmingham Open 
29-31 The Meaning of Faith, Cuddesdon Open 
29-31 Project 12. Holiday with Deaf Adults, Mundesley Open 
29-31 Stockport District Weekend, Alison House 
June 
5- 7 Activity and Leisure Weekend, Alison House Open 
5- 7 Project 13. Holiday with Deaf Children Mundesley Oper 
6-15 Project 83. Visit to Taizé Open 
13 South Western Regional Council 
13-20 Summer School at Alison House Open 
19-21 Project 85. In Flanders Fields, Poperinge Open 
ae Project 15. Unemployed? Bored? Want to do something? Newbury Open 
28 Project 86. The Poperinge Experience, Poperinge Open 
28- 4 July — The Norfolk Show, Norwich ` pase Open 


Forthcoming Events 


The following new members were 


registered during March: 


Mrs Annetta F Buckle (Bitterne W) Mrs 
Joy D Barnard (Cuffley & Goffs Oak J) 
Leslie G Foreman (Felpham M), Lenard 
N Bowles (Griffithstown M), Thomas 
Pringle (Jedburgh M), Mrs Phyllis 
Whitefoot (Paddock W), Miss Kathleen M 
Hewitt, Mrs Phyllis Hilbert (Shavington J) 
Mrs Annie E Feltham (Somerton J) 
Jacques Ryckebosch, Mrs Jeanne 
Vanhoest, Miss Karine Recour (Swans 
Poperinge Grp). 
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Members of the Wednesday Friendship Circ 
of their labours. 


(SO al ay at are a | ate ee 
ot George s Church, leper 


The article ‘Painting in Poperinge’ (‘Point 
Three’, March) has awakened some 
memories. The Rev MacGregor Pearson 
was Resident Engineer on the Menin Gate 
memorial in leper (his photographs of the 
construction of the Gate are among the 
albums held at Talbot House). He was 
also involved with the reconstruction of 
St Martin’s Cathedral in leper, and with 
the building of St George’s Church. 
‘St George’s’, he says, ‘is the spiritual 
home of the British residents, most of 
whom tend our war cemeteries’. 


The South 
sponsored knit-in 
November last to which the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor of Weymouth were 
invited. 


Dorset District held a 
during October/ 


July 


3- 5 South Africa Workshop, Lindridge House Open 


4-11 Project 17. ‘Broadland Care’, Norfolk Open 


The Regional sponsored knit-in 


? iz a a Fao nippen om took place in many areas of the Southern 
10-12 Project 19. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open Region and £1,200 has been raised 
10-12 Project 87. In Flanders Field, Poperinge Open towards projects and the extension fund. 
11-18 Project 71. Holiday Week at Alison House Open This fund D ue help towards the 
13-19 Project 20. Off to the Hills, Weirside Open cost of our project leaders training, 
13-15 Aug — Toc H Four Point Challenge Open weekend projects, and any short fall on 
18 Southern Regional Council our summer projects, together with 
18-25 Project 21. Holiday in Belgium for Residents of Shenley Hospital Open extension work within the Region. People 
18-25 Project 72. Activity week at Alison House Open not involved with the knit-in sent 
18-25 Project 73. Painting & Music Week, Cuddesdon Open donations and a new group recently 

(please note change of date) formed at Bracknell raised £196. 
19-26 Project 22. Lindridge House Task Force Open In Weymouth where they thought 
20-24 Project 23. New Frontiers ‘87 Open they would be short on ‘knitting power 
22-12 Aug — Project 25. Berlin Playscheme Open they held a coffee morning instead and 
24- 8 Aug — Project 26. The Jane Hodge House for Handicapped raised £176. : 
Children, Glamorgan Open Complete blankets are going to 
25- 1 Aug — Project 27. Hill Skills Adventure Holiday Open Save the Children Fund, Oxfam and 
25- 1 Aug — Project 28. Bananas in Beaumaris Open Cheshire Homes. 
25- 1 Aug — Project 29. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open 
25- 2 Aug — Project 30. Holiday for Handicapped Children, Ashford Open 
25- 3 Aug — Project 31. Hitchin Hoot Open 
27- 9 Aug — Project 24. Children’s Holiday, Exmouth Open 
29-19 Aug — Project 32. Paderborn Playscheme Open 
30-18 Aug — Project 33. Verden Playscheme Open 
30:18 Aug — Project 34, Munster Playscheme Open 
31: 2 Aug = Project 74. Exploring Churches, Lindridge House Open 


——- Sa 


Workon the Dole 


David Mayhew 


Breaking the law? Going on the fiddle 
without getting caught? No — that is not 
what our Toc H UNCANDUIT project in 
Newcastle is all about. But it is about 
work for those on the dole. Whether you 
are just turned 16, a ‘little over’ 90, or 
somewhere in between you'll be 
welcomed at UCANDUIT, and offered 
challenging and creative activity. 


We have a good Toc H mixture of men 
and women, young and old, of different 
backgrounds, personalities and 
convictions (no not just criminal 
convictions!) Most of us are unemployed 
(about 70 in a typical week) but we don’t 
labour the point. However, we do have to 
keep fairly detailed records for the 
Manpower Services Commission (MSC) 
who give us the money to employ staff 
and run the project. Over 500 different 
unemployed people used the project last 
year. Many are involved with us over a 
long period, about ten per cent found 
employment, another ten per cent going 
on to more formal education, training, or 
government employment schemes. One 
person last year moved on to 
self-employment, three went to prison! 


Figures do not tell you everything. What 
does the project fee] like? What do we 
exist for? 


We are sponsored by Toc H, so share the 
aims common to the whole Movement. 
Members of Toc H are involved in a 
variety of ways, though we could do with 
more. An attractive hand-painted 


representation of the Toc H Four Points 
adorns one wall of the reception area. 
There is a weekly meeting for prayer, 
open to all; and a Christian fellowship 
group meets on Thursday mornings. 


RA 
A day trip by the photography group. 
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The computer room. 


The staff — Alison, Anne, Craig and 
Norah — are all employed by Toc H and 
attend staff gatherings as appropriate. We 
currently have 14 part time staff, 13 
tutors and our cleaner, Linda. 


As local Toc H Development Officer | 
aim to oversee and support all involved, 
especially through the Advisory and 
Support Group (the local management 
committee), and Alison Taylor, the 


project leader. Our statement of aims and 
objectives contains the following 
statement: 


‘Our overriding aim is to help each 
other to develop as people, and 
particularly: 

— to alleviate the isolation of 
unemployed people. 

— to encourage each other's sense 
of self-worth, based on realistic 
self-assessment and consistent 
personal support. 

— to facilitate growth in the 


knowledge, basic skills, and 
practical abilities of unemployed 
people. 


Within this aim, and in line with it, we 
pursue the MSCs purpose which is ‘to 
generate a variety of voluntary activities 
for unemployed people of all ages, in 
order to help them maintain or develop 
their existing skills, or provide some part- 
time rehabilitation or work Preparation. 
So you can see that — like any good 
Toc H branch or activity — the scope of 
our activities is very wide indeed. 


We do not pretend to be experts at 
everything (or even anything!). We do try 
to offer resources and challenges for each 
other at every level and in every sphere of 
our experience, with an Opportunity to 


parser the Way of Jesusin the midst of 
it all. 


ry a | T 
n Focus ‘In Focus’ this month concentrates on the UCAND OIE et Newcastle, 


Lue 


What facilities do we have? We're in a 
large, ramshackle old office building 
called Numol House. We have the ground 
floor, most of the first floor, and the only 
habitable room on the third floor. It’s 
ramshackle but homely and cosy (in 
summer!). 


There is a large workshop with 
woodworking machines, benches, hand 
tools, timber, etc; our art and craft room, 
including a potter's wheel; an office/ 
reception area with a photocopier and 
Wang word processor; an education area 
with a variety of Amstrad and BBC 
computers and word processors; a kitchen 
and coffee lounge: a sewing room; 
meeting room; and two additional offices 
not to mention a small darkroom. 
Most importantly, we have some 
dedicated people both staff and 
volunteers — to exploit the potential of 
these facilities. All kinds of achievements 
have marked the three years UCANDUIT 
has been open. Most of these 
achievements have been personal and 
individual. However, recent and current 
activities include: 
— a trip to Birmingham visiting other 
projects involving unemployed people, 
and linking with local Toc H there. 
courses in wood-turning; glass 
engraving; pyrography; literacy and 
numeracy; word processing; calligraphy; 
electronics; office skills; photography; 
painting; use of video equipment; art and 
craft activities: sculpture and murals; and 
bookkeeping. 
— a Women’s group and a Men’s group- 
— trips out for: brass rubbing; to see art 
galleries in Edinburgh; to exhibit at an 
Alternative Work Fair; to take a group 
sailing and wind surfing; to play in 4 
charity football match with Metro Radio. 
~ a Circle of Friends similar tO 
Friendship Circles elsewhere. 


I OOO —— 


We try to ensure that every person who 
has any significant involvement with us 
has a chance to sit down with an 
individual member of staff to ask 
questions about the project, and to tell us 
what they have achieved in the past and 
what they would like to achieve in the 
future — this helps us to plan 
appropriately and to make sure people 
feel welcome. It is not easy to find the 
time for this — but we are convinced of 
its importance. When Linda, now our 
cleaner, first came she says ‘/ didn’t trust 
anybody. I didn’t know where I was 
allowed to go. It took me three weeks at 
least before I really appreciated that 
people wanted to help and support me’. 


All this makes UCANDUIT sound like a 
hive of activity, and it often is. The staff, 
especially, can be under great pressure. 
However, a typical day can be quiet, with 
at least as many people sitting about 
‘doing nothing’ as are busy with activities. 


Nor is the atmosphere always positive. As 
in any human activity there are always 
tensions — and thus opportunities for 
love, patience and understanding. 


We want to continue developing — but 
this depends on the MSC continuing to 
agree funding each year, and those of us 
in Toc H, the local authority, and perhaps 
other bodies, considering whether and 
how we should secure a longer term 
future for UCANDUIT. We'd love to hear 
your views about this — and any aspects 
of the projects work. Please get in touch 
— and thank you for your support so far. 


Pll give the last word to Alan who is 
framing pictures (as ever!) for his U12 
football team. He complains that people 
are just sitting around doing nothing; he 
dislikes the ‘language’; but since coming 
to UCANDUIT he sleeps better, he’s 
stopped drinking, and he says ‘It’s 
changed my life’. 


Richard Lillico — our first workshop 
supervisor demonstrates pyrography 
to Bishop David Sheppard. 


‘Pedalling fon Pnojecta’ 


Aim 

Our aim is to raise as much money as we 
can, through sponsorship and pledging. 
for the Toc H ‘National Project 
Development Fund’. We also hope that 
through this we can promote Toc H as a 
Movement and encourage people to come 
and see what Toc H is doing. 


Why are we cycling? 

Contrary to popular belief this is not in 
response to Ken Prideaux-Bnune’s article 
on the motor car, but because of the 
belief in the challenge that Toc H sets us 
all, and since most of us cycling need to 
get fitter it seemed an idea! Challenge! 


Why the ‘Four Point’ Challenge? 

Because it is about Friendships and 
breaking Barriers; Giving of ourselves to 
others; Listening to those we meet along 
the way and being listened to, but most 
of all it’s about Re-kindling and 
enlivening the Spirit. 


What is the Challenge? 

The challenge we have set ourselves is to 
visit all major Toc H centres in Britain. 
We will be starting off in Newcastle from 
the UNCANDUIT centre on 12 July and 
will finish at Headquarters in Wendover 
on 16 August. (Full route in June ‘Point 
Three’.) 


Our Challenge to you 

We want you, our Toc H family, to feel 
part of the Four Point Challenge. So 
we are ‘laying down the Gauntlet’ to 
YOU to put some event on, bring in some 
new people to meet, raise some money so 
that we can really promote Toc H and 
help support our Projects Programme. 


Want more info? 
If you want more information on how 
you can help or get involved we are 
operating an Information ‘HOTLINE’ 
starting on 7 May and finishing on 
25 June, between 6pm - 8pm every 
Thursday evening. Our contacts are: 
Simon on (0533 546 717) 
Sarah on (0933 229 517) 


Two of the people who will be taking part in the ‘Four Point Challenge’, Katie Allen 
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and Julie Lake pictured here with cycle shop owner Nigel Durley who has been making 


sure that bikes are in good working order. 
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Perhaps it was a mistake to come home 
from Bangladesh just two weeks before 
Christmas. To come straight froma place 
where life is so basic into the height of 
the pre-Christmas consumer boom was a 
sort of psychic dislocation. In Britain 
there is real and distressing poverty but 
it’s the poverty of deprivation. In 
Bangladesh poverty is a question of sheer 
phsyical survival. In Bangladesh I was 
among people who literally didn’t know 
from one day to the next whether they'd 
have anything to eat. In Britain the 
advertisers were offering elegantly and 
expensively packaged executive toys for 
the person who has everything. 


That in dramatic — no doubt 
over-dramatic — terms is the difference 
between North and South, between the 
First World and the Third World. How 


a 


a ab 


ge 


react? By giving morg 
oluntary aid agencies: 
doing what we can to 
t to adopt a less 
d? Yes, of 


a 


should we 
generously to the vi 
Yes, of course. By 
persuade our government to 4 
niggardly attitude towards ai 


course. 


But while that’s a necessary response it’s 
only a partial one. The deep divide 
between rich and poor, between- the 
powerful and the powerless, exists within 
countries as well as between them, within 
our own country and within Bangladesh. 
A Bengali lawyer, who worked for many 
years in London and has been back in 
Dhaka for about five years, said to me: 
‘The real problem of Bangladesh is not 
lack of money. While I was in London | 
thought it was but now I’m back home I 
know it isn't’. Well, that’s obviously an 
exaggeration when talking about the 


to Wester 


world’s second poorest country byt it 
contains an important truth. 


The gulf between rich and poor in 
Bangladesh, between the elegant homes in 
parts of Dhaka and the one room huts jn 
Khasdobir, or even more the squatter 
shacks in other parts of Dhaka, js Starkly 
obvious. The Khasdobir project, and 
other projects which we saw, show what 
can be achieved when those with power 
and influence also have the will to bring 
about change. But most are 
understandably happy with the status 
quo. Their main aim in life is to 
consolidate their position and they view 
the poor, by whom they are surrounded, 
with contempt. Not because they’re eyi] 
but because, I suspect, they’re afraid. 
Seeing the consequences of poverty so 
starkly no doubt concentrates the mind. 


Gun hanny weekend 
at Lindnidge House 


We met at the Priory Centre, High 
Wycombe in high spirits and sunny 
weather. The time was 9am and Jane 
arrived with the minibus. Our first 
problem was a fault on the ‘Tocmobile’ 
door which was soon put right by Chris 
with the aid of his Swiss army knife (in 
true boy scout style). We were soon 
winding our way towards South Devon 
followed closely in our wake by Louisa 
who was in charge of all our luggage. The 
weather was kind to us all the way and 
we made several stops for refreshments 
along the motorway (including some 
unofficial stops for Chris to demolish a 
cigarette or two). 


We arrived at Lindridge, a large, warm 
and friendly house splendidly situated 
near Newton Abbott and were cordially 
greeted by our hosts Jane and Phil as 
‘our’ Jane made several unsuccessful 
attempts to demolish a greystone wall 
plus a rockery border. She was soon 
forgiven as shortly before she had a 
slight difference of opinion with a large 
tractor in a narrow country lane for 
which she was rewarded with an 
interesting acknowledgement by the 
thwarted driver. The weather was still 
bright and everyone transported their 
own luggage into the house at about 
4pm. The old-fashioned log fire in the 
main lounge room warmed us up as we 
all sat and admired the illuminated 
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Christmas tree in one corner of the 
capacious room. Lindridge, a picturesque 
country farmhouse was ideal for our 
weekend stay as most of the ground floor 
rooms were linked by a common corridor 
and no one got lost! Phil and Jane made 
us feel completely at home right from the 
start and remembered all our names like 
a computer! 


The first evening was spent in true party 
style and we ploughed our way through 
numerous different games including the 
‘Indian broom trick’ where Louisa clad in 
a trendy blue romper suit tied herself in 
various knots as she sportingly attempted 
to climb between her own legs, stepping 
over the tightly held broom at the same 
time. Louisa was eventually successful 
and ended up unscathed. ‘The broom, 
however, is still recovering.” An 
interesting game was played with a 
lighted candle during which time it was 
extinguished more times than at Rip 
Van Winkle’s birthday party. 


On day one after indulging in a splendid 
breakfast we sallied forth (or fifth) in our 
minibus to Hay Tor on Dartmoor where 
Chris, sporting a country style trilby, ‘cut 
a dash’ (not to mention his hand) after 
conquering the peak in gale force winds, 
which also failed to prevent Peter also 
reaching the summit. After ploughing 
through dozens of assorted rolls for lunch 


a | 
High Wycombe Friendship Circle 
spent a weekend at Lindridge 
House. This account was written by 
Geoff, with all kinds of helpful 
contributions from the other 
members who went. 


we invaded Widdicombe and in particular 
a very interesting bookshop that sold 
everything from floppy hats to nail files. 
One book in particular on antique clocks 
was instantly seized by Geoff! We then 
wended our way in the “Tocmobile’ to 
Totnes, a quaint interesting town which 
boasted quite a few antique shops from 
one of which Geoff was soon to emerge 
hugging a clock and a barometer under 
his arm, very nearly getting left behind. 


‘ 


OOO —— 


s Ken Prideaux-Brune 


Real change, then, has to come from the 
bottom up. It is projects like Khasdobir 
which are creating the possibility of 
change, projects which are bringing 


people, as Harun likes to put it, ‘the light 
of education’, projects which are giving 
the poor and the powerless a sense of 
their own dignity and worth. It’s a long, 
slow process but there are no short cuts. 


After an enjoyable visit to this ‘old 
world’ area we returned once more to our 
‘home’ at Lindridge to enjoy another 
superb meal this time prepared ‘a la’ 
Lillian and Chris. Another hilarious 
evening followed involving knives, bottles 
and string, during which time four of us 
were invited to extricate ourselves from 
all sorts of strange and highly undignified 
positions! 


And what about us in the comfortable 
West? There’s the attractive slogan, ‘Live 
more simply that others may simply live’. 
But that raises yet more questions. What 
does living more simply mean for me? If 
I'm honest I know that I couldn’t live like 
Peter East, in a one-room, stone-floored 
house with no running water. I know he’s 
entirely content there. | know he has 
more space and privacy than many in 
Khasdobir. But 1 also know that that 
level of renunciation is not for me. Yet it 
seems clear that the challenge of 
Bangladesh is to the whole value system 
which seems increasingly to underlie our 
society. 


Many years ago | coined a phrase which 
was used as the title of one of our Toc H 
leaflets: ‘Society needs compassion more 
than competition’. We are continually 
being told that industry must become 
more competitive, that the only things 


Peter at home with his friend Shalim who 
does his shopping and fetches water from 
the well ete. 


The following morning we were skilfully 
organised into ‘work parties’ by Phil and 
Jane to carry out numerous gardening 
tasks where ‘our Jane’ had the 
opportunity of rebuilding the rockery 
she had so skilfully demolished! We then 
once again loaded ourselves into the 
minibus and with Jane at the wheel a 
determined look on her face we headed 
for Teignmouth where with the sun 
shining like a midsummer day we enjoyed 
several relaxing and bracing hours by the 
seaside, walking, basking and exploring 
the coastline. After returning to yet 
another ‘souper’ meal at Lindridge we all 
enjoyed watching Fernanda inflate an 
assortment of balloons (ending up the 
colour of a lobster in the process) . .. 


During our entire stay at Lindridge the 
weather was fine and sunny (this we 
understood was specially arranged by 
‘our Jane’ in advance!). At the end of our 


which will motivate people are financial 
incentives, that the would-be Good 
Samaritan must first of all ensure his own 
wealth. Greed has been turned from an 
evil into something very like virtue. And 
these are the values which we have 
exported to the westernised elite in 
Bangladesh. 


Jesus came to teach a quite different set 
of values. Fle taught the virtues of 
simplicity and humility. He taught the 
unique dignity and worth of every human 
being. He taught the importance of 
compassion, of caring one for another 
within a loving and affirming community. 
He taught that the motivation for 
genuinely human activity is not financial 
incentive but love. The Incarnation is the 
breaking into human life of the values of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Christmas comes 
to us both as hope and as judgement. 


So, maybe Christmas was not such an 
inappropriate time to return to Britain 
from Bangladesh. 


stay a number of our friends enjoyed a 
brief period in the peace and tranquillity 
of the ‘rest room’ and enjoyed a few 
moments of quiet harmonious fellowship. 
We started out as two friendship circles 
and ended up as one happy family. 


During our stay at Lindridge we were 
honoured by a visit by two local Toc H 
members who chatted with us all as 
though we were old friends. We would all 
like to express our thanks to Jane and 
Phil for helping us to enjoy ‘a very 
special’ Toc H weekend. Everyone was 
sad to leave but were pleased to know 
that we were welcome to return again any 
time. The ‘scribe’ of this article was 
deeply moved by the spirit of Tubby 
Clayton which seemed to prevail during 
the whole weekend and was indeed 
honoured to be asked to put pen to paper 
in tecording such a happy experience. 
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The article on Cuddesdon House in 
February’s ‘Point Three’ focussed our 
attention on the Centre and the hope that 
we have to develop its use. The new 
management committee, together with 
the new manager of the Centre — Anne 
Evans) is making a number of important 
improvements. 
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During February the House had a major 
interior decorative face lift. All the rooms 
have been redecorated, new curtains. bed 
linen and duvets have been purchased, 
with a great deal of generous help from 
The Friends, and it is intended to provide 
new furniture in the bedrooms. The 
bedrooms themselves are being rearranged 
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to give more space by reducing the 
number of beds. In all it is becoming g 
much fresher, more appealing ang 
welcoming Cuddesdon for us to stay in. 


Residential accommodation can þe 
available, generally at short notice, to 
individuals, couples and families, as well 
as larger groups of up to 20 (we can make 
space for a few more than 20 if required). 
So don’t think that because you can’t 
bring a party the Centre will not welcome 
you. Give Anne Evans a telephone call on 
08677 (Wheatley) 2004 and ask about 
available space. Whether you are an 
individual or a group we can offer you 
full catering, bed and breakfast, or self 
catering facilities. depending on your 
needs. 


Many activities are open to you while you 
are staying at the Centre. Quite apart 
from any event, such as a conference or 
project, in which you might be involved, 
you can go walking, cycling (bicycles 
are cheap to hire in Oxford), sightseeing, 
exploring the Thames Valley. The Centre 
is also ideal for holiday groups. In fact, 
whatever you want to do, Cuddesdon 
could well be the right place to do it in! 


The main purpose of the Centre is to 


More thoughts from Ascension 


Island, by Ronald Cottingham, Vicar 
of Ascension Island, Officiating 
Chaplain RAF Ascension. 


F rigate Bird 


I stood looking through the chain link 
wire fence separating the passenger patio 
from the aircraft pan. A NAAFI chap, 
from the duty-free shop, who stood near 
me said “Here she comes’. Round the end 
of the low passenger building to our left 
the Tri-Star’s landing lights hung in the 
darkness like a pair of stars. The two 
bright spots came nearer. Then we could 
see two beams probing the night ahead of 
the flashing lights of a fast approaching 
aeroplane. Dropping lower every second, 
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a white shape emerged from the darkness 
as suddenly she landed, streaking past 
beyond an array of equipment and the 
little contro] tower to disappear with a 
roar down the sloping southern part of 
the runway behind the 449 foot high ash 
mound that is Round Hill. 


A feeling of expectancy hung in the air. 
The varied assortment of fuel tankers, 
provision loaders and sundry strange 
looking machines waiting patiently the 
other side of the fence, started their 
motors. In the distance the roar 
reverberated again and the Tri-Star’s 
white fuselage reappeared round the base 
of the hill climbing back up the incline, 
preceded by a small pick-up with flashing 
lights. 


‘Let’s go round the back of that lot’, 
OC Engineering shouted as we set off 
through the guarded passenger gate in the 
fence. As we walked behind the servicing 
vehicles it struck me that they resembled 


traffic at a busy junction straining at the 
leash waiting for the lights to turn green. 
Meanwhile the Jet had turned left, 
crossed in front of the Terminal, but on 
the other side of the pan, and was now 
approaching the Terminal on the far right 
going past the deflector fence which 
protected the HQ buildings from the blast 
of revving jets. Moving slowly behind two 
parked Hercules, the Tri-Star made 
another right turn to bring her across the 
front of the passenger patio. She passed 
in front of OC Eng and me as we stood 
next to the Station Commander, hard by 
the servicing vehicles on the edge of the 
pan. She came to rest a little to our left 
and slightly facing away from us. 


The appalling noise threatened to burst 
my eardrums as we walked out over an 
endless sea of concrete towards the 
towering monster. Wind blown, paraffin 
smelling exhaust fumes washed over us. 
My eyes smarted and my nose tingled and 
I could see the exhaust fumes shimmering 


meet the needs of Toc H for a place 
where members and friends of all ages can 
share in the residential experience. It isa 
place where we can draw together those 
who otherwise would not meet, and 
enable them to learn about each other’s 
views, opinions and beliefs. In busy lives 
we each need to give some time to quiet 
reflection, and Cuddesdon is a very good 
place to do that. We also hope that the 
many other groups who use the Centre 
will find their interest in Toc H growing 
— indeed, all our Houses should be 
Centres for the future development of 
Toc H. 


It is sometimes said that Cuddesdon is 
difficult to get to. True, it is not as easily 
accessible as Alison House, which has 
both a railway station and bus stops 
within walking distance. However, 
compared with Dor Knap it couldn't be 
much easier! The map shows that it’s 
only two miles from the M40/A40 (soon 
to be extended to Birmingham) and the 
M4 is only a few miles to the South. The 
centre of Oxford, with its railway station 
and bus station, is only six miles away. 
That’s not really remote! It’s a simple 
matter to ring the Centre and we will be 
glad to arrange a lift for you. 


So however you come, whatever you’ve 
come to do, work or have a holiday, 
however many of you there are and 
however long you wish to stay, do come 
to Cuddesdon — you’ll love it. 


= ae ee 
in the lights illuminating the pan from 
their high pylons. The engines mercifully 
slowed as we drew closer. With a whine 
the noise died. 


Motorised gangways sped across the pan. 
Two cabin doors opened revealing a warm 
glow within. A red fire tender and a huge 
grey foam applicator stood alert to our 
left, the crews visible in the cabs, bathed 
in reflected light. Not until the passengers 
had disembarked would the rest of the 
servicing equipment spring forward. The 
three of us waited at the foot of the 
forward gangway. High up three men in 
dark suits appeared in the forward cabin 
door and then descended. We shook 
hands all round. The Station Commander 
shepherded away the VIP he had come to 
meet and the OC Eng and me took charge 
of the senior Chaplain we had been 
waiting for. Walking briskly back to the 
Terminal building I saw out of the corner 
of my eye the rest of the passengers 
stream out gratefully into the warm night 
air (70 degrees F) to stretch their legs, 
find some refreshment and raid the 
duty-free shop. 


Over a cup of coffee in the Station 
Commander’s lounge we relaxed and I 
had a very fruitful talk with the senior 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In January 

Kenneth T Knapp (North Nottingham) 
Graham Newman (High Brooms) 
Reginald E Salter (Wroughton) 


In February 

Mary S Austin (Downend) 

Thomas Byrn (Melton Mowbray) 
Sarah A Curphey (St Annes) 

Rev Canon Leslie F Hopkins (Beckley) 


In March 
Violet M Neale (Richmond-Surrey) 


Not previously recorded during 1986 
Phillippa M Grant (Holland on Sea) 
Gwen A Margetts (Leeds) 

Percy W Moore (Coney Hall) 


Mrs Clare Innis died suddenly while on holiday 
carly December 1986. She was a school teacher 
for many years in Clacton, very dedicated in 
her job and a loyal Toc H member. 

MT 


Lucy Alma Clark passed away peacefully at 
Clatterbridge Hospital on 24 December. Lucy 
was a lifelong member and was very proud of it 
and was also a committed Christian. In Toc H 
Lucy saw the embodiment of all her Christian 
beliefs and ideals, and it gave her the chance to 
put Christianity into action seven days a week. 


Chaplain whom I had often had letters 
from but whom I had never met. He was 
on his way back to UK from the 
Falklands and I had a great chance to talk 


over matters concerning my own 
chaplaincy and ask him to get items I 
needed for my work here. 


By then it was 4pm. It had been 11.30pm 
the previous evening when ‘Movements’ 
told me that the North-bound Tri-Star, 
due in at 00.25, would not arrive until 
3.30am having been delayed three hours 
down South at Mount Pleasant. What was 
I to do? Go to bed? Knowing my rate of 
climb in the morning I would need to aim 
to be at the airhead by 3am, which 
would mean getting up about an hour 
before, which would mean two and a half 
hours sleep at the most. I would probably 
be fresher if I stayed up! Which is what I 
did. The first thing to do, having come to 
a decision, was to make for a cup of 
coffee. Then I typed, wrote a short 
sermon for the Holy Eucharist on Sunday 
morning and then the script for Sunday’s 
‘Vicar’s Half Hour’ programme which 
goes out from Volcano Radio at 11.30 
every Sunday morning. Sometimes, 
entering the large silver painted, air 
conditioned, Nissen hut can be a strange 
experience. The station may be on 


She found many practical ways to express her 
faith through such things as the League of 
Friends, Street Collections for the Blind, 
Alexandra Rose Day, District Nurses, St John’s 
Ambulance, Hospital Trolley Service, to name 
but a few. When she became a nurse, Lucy’s 
dedication often went far beyond her call of 
duty, and she felt that it was Toc H which had 
called her to help others less fortunate than 
herself. 

MB 


‘Reginald Salter BEM, was a much appreciated 
member of Wroughton Men's Branch’, writes 
Fred Davis. ‘For many years he was the 
Jobmaster’. At his death in January he was 
88 years old. 


Sarah A Curphay (Anne) was a very generous 
person giving time and funds to her local Parish 
Church helping other people and being an 
active member of the Mothers Union. She was 
also for many years Chairman of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the local YMCA using the 
opportunity to encourage the young boys 
attending the Centre. She was until her recent 
illness an active member of Toc H and certainly 
lived her life by the Movement’s principles. 
We give thanks for her life. 

RW 


We give thanks for their lives 


Editor's Note: 
Due to pressure of space, the Editor usually has 
to reduce the length of tributes sent in — and 
will continue to do so unless the author 
specifically requests ‘All or nothing’! 


‘automatic’ and devoid of human life. 
The windows are sealed against the dust 
and some are permanently blacked out. 
In the dimly lit studios coloured lights 
glow, tape spools turn and dial needles 
quiver. Very nervous at first, I can now 
fade out the tape blanks, make the 
station recognition announcement and 
operate the mike and three turntables and 
restart the tapes again, all by myself and 
not even blow a fuse! 


The Tri-Star took off again at five o’clock 
and I did succumb to my bed at 5.30am 
having driven back to Georgetown in a 
rather fuzzy frame of mind. It seemed 
but a minute before the Teasmaid sprang 
to life at 6.30am. Now, as I write this 
article, I notice the clock shows just past 
11.30am. Nearly time to go to lunch 
which I am eating today in the American 
Commissary. 


Not a typical 12 hours — but then, not 
untypical either. Quite ordinary really 
by Ascension standards. Which is perhaps 
why I am beginning to enjoy it here. One 
never knows what is round the next 
corner — or, sometimes, on the next 
flight. 
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Members and friends are always 
welcome at Headquarters, but it can 
be difficult to respond to an open 
invitation to come when you like! So 
here is an invitation to you to come on 
9 July, at any time during the day to 
meet the staff and see for yourself 
what goes on here. Why not bring a 
packed lunch and make a day of it? 
We shall be very glad to see you. 


World Chain 
of light 


Toc H South Africa will be responsible 
for starting the Chain this year. It will 
probably (though a final decision has 
yet to be taken) start at Willow Grange, 
their new conference and training 
centre in Natal. At this particular 
moment in the history of South Africa 
it seems particularly appropriate that 
the ‘prayers of the Movement 
throughout the world should be 
focused on Toc H there. 


Alison House 


These events at Alison House are open 
to anyone who would like to come to 
them. 


May 
l- 4 Poetry weekend 
8-10 Natural History weekend 


June 
5- 7 
13-20 


Activity and Leisure weekend 
Summer School 


July 
11-18 Holiday week hosted by 
John and Betty Cutt 

Holiday week hosted by 


John and Joan Biggerstaff 


18-25 


August 
1- 8 Painting week. 
Tutor Harry Muscott 
8-15 Holiday week hosted by 
Marjorie Berry 
22-29 Holiday week hosted by 
N Brew and B Dodgson 


If you would like to come on any of 
these events or if you would like to 
know more, please contact: 

Derek Bartrop, Alison House, Intake 
Lane, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire, 
DE4 3RH. 
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Peter East and The Independent 


Yesterday I received my copy of ‘Point 
Three’ and read the letters by Les Jones 
and Terry Gray. I thought that my fellow 
members would be interested to hear my 
first reactions when I read the article in 
‘The Independent’ of 24 January 1987. 
which was kindly sent to me. I too was 
disappointed that neither Toc H nor the 
Khasdobir Action Group were mentioned. 
The project is a partnership, Toc H being 
our main supporters in England and the 
Action Group being the workers in the 
field here. I did of course tell Sarah Helm, 
(the reporter,Ed) whom I respect, all 
about my connection with Toc H, past 
and present and in the evening after she 
had visited Khasdobir I took some pages 
out of the Toc H diary to her Hotel in 
Sylhet so she could read about our 
Movement. I am still disappointed that 
Toc H and the Action Group didn’t get a 
reference. Neither did the rest of the 
work the project is doing, but one must 
remember it was a short article and she 
could not have covered all our activities 
in the space available. 

Les Jones quotes ‘This has 
nothing to do with religion or anything 
else’. I said that in this context. When I 
first came to Khasdobir there was a small 
but vocal ‘anti’ group who suspected my 
motives. They thought I was political and 
also that I was trying to Christianise the 
children. It was then, pointing to the 
children that we were watching at the 
School under the Sky, that I said ‘this has 
nothing to do with religion or anything 
else’ (religion or politics). 

My work and Toc H are linked 
and cannot be divided. I may no longer 
be a staff member, but I am still a 
member. I shall always remember with 
gratitude that it was through Toc H that 
I first had the opportunity to meet the 
Bangladeshis who have brought so much 
joy into my life. 


Peter East 
Bangladesh 


Common sense — or lack of it 


I had just received the March issue of 
‘Point Three’ and read the editorial about 
Terry Waite and common sense, or his 
apparent lack of it. A little later, while 
busy vacuuming, a question reared its 
head, so much so that I felt compelled 
to share it with you. 

Terry, without common sense, 
went into the heart of things in Lebanon. 
Tubby, without common sense, went 
into the heart of things in the trenches. 
Likewise, without common sense he 
opened Talbot House and later started 


the Toc H Movement, both again in the 
heart of things. And, above all, Christ, 
without common sense, went to the heart 
of things in Jerusalem. Here is the 
question. 

Did Toc H begin to lose its 
sense of direction and purpose, when, 
apparently with common sense, it went 
into reverse and moved out of the heart 
of things? It moved it’s HQ, and opened 
its other Centres, in idyllic and peaceful, 
but mainly isolated, surroundings, thus 
losing touch with the heart of things, 
with the everyday problems of ordinary 
men and women, and directing ‘the 
battle’ from afar off. 

In order to find our souls again 
should we now have the courage to 
follow Christ’s, Tubby’s and Terry’s 
example and start moving back into the 
heart of things where the action is? 


Winnie Nelson 
Headington, Oxford 


Six Questions 


How very refreshing to read page five of 
the February issue. It says what I have 
been trying to say to myself — and to 
anyone who would listen — for many a 
long day. 

Some of us are desperately 
anxious to become involved in fund 
raising; others desperately anxious to 
become involved in projects. OK that’s 
fine, but the article is a timely reminder 
that some of us are just as anxious to find 
a way to maintain that indefinable 
something which we call Toc H — and 
even advancing years is no hindrance to 
that project. 

So, instead of despair for our 
future, hope seems to be on the agenda. 
Let’s give ‘six questions’ some thought. 


Ella Watson 
Rochdale 


Farewell — The Plus Bus 


After running the bus for three years, the 
last of which had very few bookings, we 
have decided to call it a day. 

A vehicle of that size and age is 
expensive to run and maintain and in 
order to be viable needed to be used ona 
regular basis. Sadly this was not the case, 
and after two very enjoyable years and 
one frustrating one, we could not justify 
tying up valuable funds and so the bus 
has been scrapped. 

The Plus Bus was very much a 
South Yorkshire District project and the 
Plus Bus Committee would like to thank 
ull the people who gave us support. Many 
people will remember the bus with 


affection for the good times they had on 
it, and the look on people’s faces as we 
went down the road. As a mobile 
pillboard it was one of the best adverts 
Toc H has ever had. 

The Plus Bus was past its best 
when we bought it, but surprisingly, it 
Jet us down on very few occasions. As 
time went on more trouble was to be 
expected, and all good things come to an 
end, so we say farewell to an old friend. 

Rust in peace. 


Pete Claxton 
Sheffield 


Stand up and be counted 


In case Richard Crump gets no other 
replies to his letter in ‘Point Three’ of 
February, may I suggest that almost every 
human would like to see an end to 
nuclear weapons, war, civil strife, 
poverty, unemployment, and possibly the 
common cold. But humans are individual 
and have varied solutions. Many good 
men believe that if we abandoned nuclear 
(and perhaps all) arms, Russia would 
abandon its often repeated aim of world 
conquest which has swallowed nine 
countries since World War Two. Many 
other good men believe that, without 
any adequate deterrent, the vast 
‘conventional’ forces of Russia would 
subdue the civilised world paying as little 
attention to our moral stance as Hitler 
paid to Neville Chamberlain’s umbrella 
at Munich in 1938. 

We in Toc H can try to 
understand, if not share, each other’s 
views. We can work for a right solution 
between two extremes. But if Toc H were 
to decree a standard view for all its 
members, it would indeed be as 
‘moribund’ as Richard Crump suggests. 


Francis Wayne 
Lairg, Sutherland 


I feel that I must comment on the letter 
in February’s Open Forum from Richard 
Crump. 

It may come as a shock to 
Richard but many people disagree with 
his views and I, for one, feel that the 
antics of the Anti-Nuclear Campaigners is 
detrimental to the safety of this country 
and a positive encouragement to those in 
this world whose aim is to control Britain 
and thereby the rest of Europe. The 
contro! of Britain has been the aim of 
many over the centuries and is no 
different today, because Britain is the 
key to the control of Europe. 

Let us agree on one point, the 
availability of nuclear arms is a major 
threat to the future of mankind, but we 


HE TE AN to some unpleasant facts of 
; jority of people in this world 
are either Godless or teligious bigots 
whose sole aim is to dominate or conquer 
a aa ay 

y respect the people that 
stand up to them, therefore if your 
enemy has nuclear weapons you are 
forced to be in the position to retaliate 
with like otherwise he will use his 
superior might to dominate you. Bows 
and arrows are useless against repeater 
rifles. 

If we, as a nation, wish to 
continue to be a positive influence in 
World Peace it is necessary to ensure that 
never again are we in the position we 
found ourselves in 1939 when another 
Nation considered us unprepared and 
lacking the ‘guts’ to help ourselves and 
our allies. 

Only by being defensively and 
morally strong can we as a nation 
continue to be a major influence in the 
peace of Europe and, thereby, at this 
time the rest of the world. 

Finally, I would like to appeal to 
Richard Crump not to ‘sever a limb’, but 
to stay in Toc H and work for the 
Kingdom of God through the minds of 
men and to think fairly. There are many 
people with just and sincerely held views 
different to your own. But that does not 
mean that we cannot work together to 
improve this world for our fellow men, 
our aims are the same it is only the 
methods that differ. 


John Silvester 
Anstey 


‘Here be dragons’ 


In Lancashire? Well it was St Davids Day 
on Sunday, i March, so Margaret, 
secretary of our Branch in Oldham, 
arranged an evening from Wales, with a 
little help from Mochdre Toc H. Thomas 
the Tank Engine, St Asaph, Men of 
Harlech and many more, played their 
parts in a quiz which taxed our 
knowledge of ali things Welsh. 

Over welcome refreshments of 
homemade sloe gin, Welsh cakes and 
barra brith, we were entertained by tales 
from Wales and talks of visits past, 
present and future. 

The title — we leave that for you 
to work out — any correct answers will 
receive a suitable reward! 


Linda May 
Oldham 


(Answers on postcards, old envelopes, 
letters or what have you to Linda May, 
in Oldham please! —Ed) 


The Knutsford Years — and after 


I hope, for several reasons, that the 
Editor’s feature entitled ‘The Knutsford 
Years’ in the April ‘Point Three’ was 
widely read. I found it interesting, 
satisfying and rewarding. It was 
interesting historically, especially to those 
who had not known it before; for 
personality, vision and initiative Tubby 
was unique! It was satisfying to learn of 
Arthur Granger’s original response and 
subsequent service, which one hopes was 
repeated in many other cases. It was 
rewarding, and here is where the history 
and the response are brought up to date, 
again through Tubby’s vision, to know 
that the same work continues of assisting 
men and women, who feel so led, to offer 
themselves for ordination but are faced 
with difficult family and financial 
problems on the way to that end. 

It was the Founder Padre’s wish 
that any sum raised as a Memoria! to him 
should be used for that purpose, not for 
young undergraduates who hope to go 
on to theological colleges, but to help 
those of more mature years who have 
family responsibilities and for whom a 
decision to train for the Ministry 
demands severe practical sacrifice by 
them and their families. 

Since Tubby’s death the Trustees 
of the Tubby Clayton Fund have been 
implementing those expressed wishes of 
the Founder Padre and a joyful task it has 
proved to be. Over the years we have 
assisted about 170 men and women, to 
respond to the call to the Ministry, not 
only of the Anglican Church, but also 
the Baptist, Methodist and United 
Reform Churches. We share between us 
the task of meeting every candidate 
personally before making our decisions; 
when and where possible one of the 


Trustees attends their Ordination 
Services; all our ordinands are 
remembered regularly in the daily 


intercessions at Wendover and around the 
Movement and they are invited to an 
annual re-union and Communion Service 
at All Hallows Church. 

From time to time we have felt 
that our task was nearly done, when the 
limit of the Memorial Fund was in sight, 
then wonderfully another generous 
donation is received and so there is more 
work to do. So long as God shows in that 
way His will for this work to continue, 
we will, humbliy*and gratefully, continue 
to play our partas instruments of His will. 


x Betty Cornick 
S Chairman, Trustees of the 
Tubby Clayton Memorial Fund 
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Builders? coin ruas 


Well, there we were, one Monday night, 
in the beautiful high dining room at 
Christchurch College in Oxford. In each 
of the two large fireplaces fires blazed, 
and laid out on the tables was a variety 
of biscuits, cakes, drinks and other 
refreshments. The group was obviously 
multi-racial — there was a turban, here a 
sari, there a black skin. But it was more 
than simply multi-racial. Such multi-racial 
groups meet comparatively frequently 
within the university world, whether in 
Oxford or anywhere else. This had an 
extra ingredient, for the day was 
Commonwealth Day, and we had just 
taken part in an Inter-faith service in 
Christchurch Cathedral. 


Such services are new and stili 
comparatively rare events — but then, 
the Inter-faith world is still a small one. 
One of the reasons for the rarity of such 
services is that they have to be 
appoached with both sensitivity and 
courage. Sensitivity because you have to 
wait until the time is right, because those 
who are going to take part need to be 


shops, museums and concerts. 


relevant. 


specific diets.) 


Further information (in writing) from: 


Crescent, London E9 7DL. 


= 
TIE j 3 


Pnideaux House 


THE OLD TOC H HOUSE 
MARKS THE NEW WAY 
FOR FRIENDS ANONYMOUS SERVICE 


Home from home for that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, 


Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nor a hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 


To support the work, part of our aim is to offer good quality accommodation 
and a homely atmosphere. Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson 
Wing in ten single (only) rooms. Ideally suited to church, small groups or persons 
who want peace and quiet. (Not suitable for children, smokers and persons on 


Each bedroom is of a very high standard of furbishing. There are good shower 
facilities, lounges, TV room and a chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm, and 
you can relax quietly in Tubby Clayton's own room. 


Revd Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House Ecumenical Centre, 10 Church 
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able to trust each other not to use the 
occasion to embarrass members of other 
faiths, or, indeed, to exploit the occasion 
for evangelism. There must be sensitivity 
to the integrity of others, and a respect 
for faith which grows out of a religious 
experience and a social environment quite 
different from one’s own. Such services 
cannot be forced, or they will drive 
wedges, not build bridges. 


Courage is necessary, too, for opposition 
is not lacking! Two years ago Oxford's 
first Inter-faith service was met by a 
demonstration against it — however 
peaceful they may be such things are not 
easy to face. But another kind of courage 
is necessary, too, and that is the courage 
to be honest about one’s own faith and, 
in love, to both speak and hear the truth. 
Truth may not be used as a weapon here, 
and that means finding the courage to 
accept that others hold to their own 
truths, and that those truths will have 
something to say to me. 


An Affirmation 


‘We affirm our common faith in the 


dignity and unique worth of the 
human person independent of 
colour, class or creed.’ 


Any service or act of worship is an 
affirmation — services in the Christian 
church affirm a relationship with God in 
which He is the eternal Father and we His 
children. That affirmation can be made 
by all ‘who profess and call themselves 
Christians’. So an act of worship involving 
members of more than one faith needs to 
affirm such things as we have in common, 
and to select from them those which are 
acceptable within the content of an act 
of worship. The language used may 
challenge a particular faith — but it must 
not be offensive to the theology and 
perceptions of others. 


An Affirmation 


‘We affirm our common faith in the 
need to establish justice between 


man and man and through common 


effort to secure peace and 


reconciliation between nations.’ 


It is sobering to reflect that, until very 
recently, members of different 
communities of faith would have little to 
do with each other at the level of faith, 
and more sobering still to recognise that, 
in other parts of the world, and as close 
as N Ireland, people still use the issue of 
faith and belief as a platform for terrible 
violence. So the fact that the first two 
faiths to be represented by reading from 
their own scriptures and Holy Books were 
Judaism and Islam was especially 
significant, with a poignancy all its own. 
We heard from the Hebrew Bible — from 
the Prophets — and from some of the 
Chasidic writings: ‘The whole world is a 
narrow bridge — but the essential thing 
is never to be afraid’. Then, from the 
Holy Quran: ‘God will bring us together 
— the goal of you all is God, it is He that 
will show you the truth of the matter in 
which ye dispute’. 


Yet, for all the poignancy of that 
moment, Judaism, Islam and Christianity 
spring from a common root, and we share 
a surprising amount of common language 
and belief and much of our history, while 
separate, is intertwined. With Hinduism, 
however, we share much, much less. 
Coming from quite different roots it has 
some apparently fundamental differences 
of perception about God, and a religious 
experience which has helped to create, 
and has its roots in, a very different 
culture. So what contribution could our 
Hindu friends make which would not jar, 
or, because of their very different roots, 
simply ‘miss the boat’? Yet we need not 
have worried, for we heard an ancient 


adu hymn, in the course of which the 
names of the Divine Mother were 
cited. There can’t have been many 
re acer sounds in Oxford Cathedral over 
A its history — ê strange chant and a 
ange language, all sung with quite a lot 
A musical decoration and at what seemed 
0 be a bewildering speed, yet the 
atmosphere of worship and sharing was 
si proken, but rather increased. 


Then it was the turn of the Sikhs, who 
also sang. Here a husband and wife joined 
together to sing a Sikh hymn: ‘God 


created all creatures equal, some in 


different colours. It is foolish to be vain 
about position at birth — it is action that 


destroys - 


An Affirmation 


‘we affirm our-common faith in the 
need to assert the supremacy of 
love in all human relationship.’ 


A challenging affirmation, that! It 
contains. more than a hint of prophecy 
— a cynic might even say wishful 
thinking! Clearly we do not act as if we 
believed in the supremacy of love in all 
human relationships. All too often we 
have quite different priorities, and they 
often prevent the operation of love. Take, 
for instance, our apparent need to be 
right — and not just right, but right in 
a way that makes everyone else wrong. 


Different communities of faith have been 
doing that to each other for centuries — 
and, if we’re honest, we have to admit 
that it has gone on, and still goes on 


It is, tather, to 
n what our own 
nd faith tell us to 
in such a way as not 
ty and rightness of 
ence, tradition and 


er om our own. St is a 
difficult position to hold, for on the one 


side lies the assertion that one’s own 
faith — whatever it is — is ‘the right one’ 
and that if only everyone else would 
believe it we'd all be all right! On the 
other side lies syncretism — the merging 
of all religions into one, asserting that 
there is no essentia] difference. Only 
love enables us to recognise fundamental 
differences and to hold them in balance 
without rushing to assert our own truth 
over and against all others. 


Two Bahai’s now made their contribution: 
Cleave to that which draweth you 
together — unite in harmony — become 
the citizens of one city’. The answer was 
given by a Buddhist member of the 
congregation. 


An Affirmation 


‘We affirm our common faith in the 


brotherhood of man and our 
concern to express it in service and 
sacrifice for the common weal.’ 


The final readings were from Christianity 
— from the Epistle to the Ephesians, Karl 
Barth’s Commentary on the passage, and 
a prayer from Taizé. 


After a short presentation on the theme 
of bridge building by pupils from a local 
school and the National Anthem, (it was 
Commonwealth Day, after all) the 
blessing was pronounced by the 
Archdeacon. He used that beautiful 
ancient Jewish blessing: ‘Unto God's 
gracious mercy and protection we 
commit you: the Lord bless you and keep 
you; the Lord make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you; 
the Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon you and give you 
peace now and always’. It was a moment 
of power! 


Soon we were standing in that elegant 
and stately dining room — which was 
where we began. 


Had any bridges been built? Yes, I’m sure 
they had been — or at least begun. Here 
was an attempt at real meeting at a deep 
level; here we shared with each other 
those spiritual insights which came out of 
our individual experience, tradition and 
faith and in so doing found ourselves 
being exposed to a shared powerful 
experience together. I had gone not quite 
knowing what to expect, prepared for 
things to jar, or be difficult to take! I 
found that, while it was not all easy, 
there was real worship and a sharing 
which had deepened my own experience. 
I] am profoundly glad that I went. In the 
event the only thing to jar was the closing 
voluntary which the organist chose to 
play. No, it wasn’t weird! Yes, he played 
it extremely well. But did it really have 
to be Walton’s March ‘Crown Imperial’? 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
Which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Children's Events: Clown Enterprise offers a 
lively one hour’s programme for 30-40 children. 
Please ring for more details. Tel:061 431 4655. 


Hythe, Kent, luxury six berth caravan, fully 
equipped, situated on pleasant site with club 
house. On bus route. Fully fitted with gas 
fire, cooker, fridge, shower. WC, TY, radio. 
£50 per week including gas/electric. Fully 
booked August. Contact: Tony Cock, 
7 Tourney Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent 
CT21 4LL. Tel: 0303 69407. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 
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GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 


No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 66704 


Gopak Ltd 


FOLDING TABLES 


Dept TOC, Nimee E 
Range Road, 

Hythe, Kent, Address -e 
CT21 SBR 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength. 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals... 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 
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The Toc H Activity Centre is in North 
Wales at Port Penrhyn, Bangor. A 
converted 18th century slate factory. the 
Centre is an attractive building in an ideal 
position right on the edge of the Menai 
Strait with Snowdon’s National Park asa 
backdrop — a beautiful setting. 


The Centre, centrally heated throughout, 
accommodates up to 34 people in 
comfort in two dormitories with separate 
leaders room. There are rooms equipped 
for games, crafts and music and a 
modern, well-equipped kitchen, where 
you can enjoy the rewarding experience 
and fun of self-catering. 


There is a swimming pool, theatre, castle 
and town market nearby. Further afield 
within easy reach are several fascinating 
museums, a mountain zoo, the world 
famous Snowdon Mountain Railway and 
many places of great historical interest. 


Stroll down to the fishing boats clustered 
in the harbour. Or better still walk up to 
the foothills of Snowdon. Anglesey is just 
across the strait. Renowned for its varied 
wildlife and spectacular coastline it 
attracts visitors from all over the world. 
Get there via Telford's famous suspension 
bridge. 


he 
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When you come to Port Penrhyn the 
chances are that you'll wish to take full 
advantage of the Centre’s situation. 
Sailing boats, fishing tackle, canoes, 
equipment and instructors are here or 
readily available. 


Clothing and equipment, lifejackets, 
waterproofs and walking boots can also 
be supplied. 


Trekking on horseback can be fun and 
the Welsh mountain ponies enjoy a trip 
just as much as you will. 


More usual forms of transport are on 
hand. Coaches can be hired easily for 
excursions and guided tours, and for 
smaller parties there is the Toc H minibus. 


Indoors you will have full use of the craft 
room, equipped for many activities. You 
can even develop and print your own 


photographs. Play table tennis or a range 
of other indoor games, and if you wish to 
work on your own projects or write the 
odd postcard to friends at home there’s 
always the odd quiet corner. 


All sorts of people come to Port Penrhyn. 
Age is not important. You will be 
welcomed all year round. Parties of 
pupils, students or teachers, youth groups 
and church groups of all denominations. 
Socia! and work clubs, trainee and study 
groups. Beachcomber. sailor, walker, 
holidaymaker, there’s something for 
everyone at Port Penrhyn, and people 
return year after year, finding new things 
to do, making new friends and renewing 
old friendships. 


For more information write to: The 
Manager, Toc H Activity Centre, Port 
Penrhyn, Bangor, Gwynedd LLS7 4HN or 
telephone 0248 (Bangor) 351906. 
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